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Rectors Reflection  ‘ Beginnings and Endings’ 

I am writing this as I prepare to go on holiday, to visit family and 

friends, many of whom we have not seen for the last 3 years. It will be 

strange to see how life and time has treated them all, I know that 

some are now getting older, frail and in poor health and this may be 

the last time we see them, so a time of endings. It is a time of ending in 

the HPLC too, for this August we say goodbye to Rachael, who has 

been our Ordinand in Training since 2019.  

 

But for Rachael it is also a time of new beginning as she is ordained 

and starts work in her Curacy at St Mary’s Dunblane. 

 

So a time of beginnings and endings. It is bittersweet, but it is also very 

much the way of life. Lives begin and end, holidays begin and end, 

changes will always come. When writing for the last newsletter Ascen-

sion Day was upon us, the ending of Jesus’ earthly ministry, and so 

within the Gospel Story we have as it where the ultimate of beginnings 

and ending. God comes to us as the baby in the manger and finally 

after death and resurrection ends his earthly journey. 

 

But after Ascension, comes Pentecost, the coming of the Spirit of God, 

forever and for all times to be with us and to support and guide us. 

After an ending, a new beginning. 

 

"In my End is my Beginning..." This is the saying which Mary Queen of 

Scots embroidered on her cloth of estate whilst in prison in England 

and is the theme running through her life. It sums up why we should 

not fear endings, fear change and chance for who knows what new 

beginnings may lie ahead. 

 

Today we are moving through uncertain and troubled times, but let us 

hold firm to the  truth that with God, although endings and trouble 

may come, there are always new beginnings and always hope. 

 

With many blessing to you all for the summer and always. 

 

Liz Baker 

July 2022 
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A very fond farewell… 
My dear friends, the time for me to say goodbye fast approaches. It 

has been a remarkable three years which I shall forever be grateful for 

and never forget.  

 

You have taught me a great deal: from ensuring that I can be heard 

in the back pew, to how to iron the altar linens; from how to lead a 

team and negotiate with contractors, to the importance of small acts 

of kindness and quiet cups of tea; from how to use Zoom, to the sing-

ing of Mattins! It’s been three years of such depth and breadth that 

these practical points of learning cannot encapsulate the growth I 

(and others) have seen in myself. The most important thing that I have 

learned is difficult to describe but it dwells somewhere in the midst of 

calling, capability, and worth. You have taught me it through your 

welcome and hospitality, the warmth of your smiles when I preach, 

the pleasantly surprised tone when it’s me on the telephone. You’ve 

taught me it by letting me be part of your lives, sharing with me the 

good times and the difficult ones, and by making me a part of this 

wonderful, warm, community.  

 

Thank you for all of your courage in accepting a student, all of your 

sacrifices in finance and prayer, and all of your openness and warmth 

in drawing Charlotte and I in. Thank you for letting me try things, and 

for letting me fail. Thank you for loving me so very well. 

 

I shall miss you all very much. In some ways I feel like we’re just getting 

started! But I know that I am not crucial to the continuing, you’ve very 

much got that in hand. Have courage my friends and stand firm in the 

love of God who can do immeasurably more than we can ask or im-

agine. Thanks be to God, Source of all being, Eternal Word, and Holy 

Spirit! 

 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of 

you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began 

a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.” - Philippians 1.3-6 

 

With much love and many prayers 

 

Rachael x 
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Services  & Events in the Charge August & September 
 

AUGUST 
Holy Trinity Church, Pitlochry 

Sunday services –  Normally 9.30am Holy Communion or All Age 

Communion 

Thursday Services – 10.30am Morning Prayer 

 

Kilmaveonaig, Bridge of Tilt, Blair Atholl 

Sundays at 11.15am –  First Sunday All Age Communion third Sun-

days, Holy  Communion. Second and fourth Sundays  Matins/ Morn-

ing Prayer or Communion by Extension 

 

St Andrew's, Church, Strathtay 

Sundays at 11.15am - First Sundays Mattins, second and fourth Sun-

days Holy Communion; third Sundays Service of the Word/

Communion by Extension; fifth Sundays Joint Service Church of Scot-

land.  

28 August – 11.15am Holy Communion with Bishop Ian 

 

All Saints, Kinloch Rannoch Square  

7 August–  9.30am Holy Communion 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Sunday 21 August is the day that Rachael’s Placement with us 

ends, we are holding a Garden Party at 3.00pm at Holy Trinity 

to celebrate her successful completion of her course and to 

wish her well for her future h journeys. Most of you will have 

now received an invitation, please RSVP for catering purpos-

es. 

 

Congratulations to Rachael 

Who has passed with flying colour and will be Ordained Dea-

con at St Ninians on 2 October at 3.00pm. Rachael will serve 

her Curacy at St Mary’s Dunblane, with Reverend Nerys 

Brown. 

So please put Sunday 2 October in your diaries, we will investi-



5 5 

 

 

SEPTEMBER (Creationtide) 
 

Holy Trinity Church, Pitlochry  

Sunday services –  Normally 9.30am Holy Communion or All Age Com-

munion 

Thursday Services – 10.30am Morning Prayer 

26 September Joint Service for the Feast of St Adamnan  11.15am at 

Kilmaveonaig 

 

Kilmaveonaig, Bridge of Tilt, Blair Atholl 

Sundays at 11.15am –  First Sunday All Age Communion third Sundays, 

Holy  Communion. Second and fourth Sundays  Matins/ Morning Pray-

er or Communion by Extension 

26 September Joint Service for the Feast of St Adamnan  11.15am 

 

St Andrew's Church, Strathtay, Sundays at 11.15am - First Sundays Mat-

tins, second and fourth Sundays Holy Communion; third Sundays Ser-

vice of the Word/Communion by Extension; fifth Sundays Joint Service 

Church of Scotland.  

26 September Joint Service for the Feast of St Adamnan  11.15am at 

Kilmaveonaig 

 

All Saints, Kinloch Rannoch Square  

4 September –  9.30am Holy Communion 

26 September – 3.00pm Harvest Festival for all the Family 

26 September Joint Service for the Feast of St Adamnan  11.15am at 

Kilmaveonaig 

 

HIGHLAND PERTHSHRE JULIAN MEETING  

(New for Autumn 2022)  

Contact Liz 01796 472005 for further details, 

held  monthly on  Wednesdays. 

 

Meeting at 2.30pm Wednesday 7 September 

at Holy Trinity (hopefully in the Garden) 

 

Julian Meetings are Ecumenical, foster the 

teaching and practice of contemplative prayer and meditation in the 

Christian tradition, and encourage people to practise contemplative 

prayer and meditation in their daily lives. All very welcome.  
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News from the Diocese 

From Bishop Ian and the Diocesan Global Gathering planning team 

Please plan to attend our Diocesan Global Gathering at the Cathe-

dral on the afternoon of Sunday 4 September to connect and recon-

nect with others throughout our diocese, and to learn about and cel-

ebrate what is going on around the world among our partners! 

Like the last Gathering we had in October 2019, everyone is invited to 

come to the Cathedral following their Sunday morning worship, and 

to bring a picnic lunch around 1.30pm (teas and coffees will be pro-

vided). From 2pm there will be activities and at the end of the after-

noon there will be tea. The Gathering will close with Choral Evensong, 

from 16.45pm until approximately 17.30pm. 

 

This will be a ‘Global Gathering’, Bishop Ian Paton will give the Dio-

cese a report about the Lambeth Conference, taking place in Can-

terbury now and into early August. We are hopeful that our partner 

bishops from Amazonia and Calcutta will join us by video link - they 

were not able to visit us before Lambeth as they did last time, be-

cause of Covid. 

 

The theme of Lambeth this year is ‘God’s Church for God’s World.’ 

Please remind your congregation about the Lambeth Conference 

website - www.lambethconference.org - where there is much more 

information about the theme, the scripture set for the conference  (1 

Peter), and a guide to praying for the Conference and the Bishops 

who are coming from all around the world to attend. 

 

Our Global Gathering will be about more than Lambeth, as Bishop 

Ian hopes that every church in the Diocese will come prepared with 

some photos and stories to contribute to an exhibition around the 

Cathedral celebrating any links they have with the worldwide 

Church. These can be ‘official’, but also personal links people have 

made. Bishop Ian hopes there could be many to be seen on 4th Sep-

tember. 

 

Please complete a registration form (  the Rector will send you the 

Link) if you can contribute to the exhibition display with your own sto-

ries or materials about your personal links and/or any congregational 

engagement with the worldwide church. Let’s fill the cathedral with 

our global connections and stories! 
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If you have any ideas or suggestions for the Global Gathering please 

get in touch with Global Partnership Group Convener, Robert Harley: 

Robert.Harley@gmx.co.uk. 

 

Bishop Ian looks forward to seeing you on the 4th September 

Every blessing, 

 

The Global Gathering Group Planning Team 
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Doubting Dawkins 

Following the publication of the amazing images from the James Webb  

Telescope, I remembered this poem I wrote several years ago, pondering 

on the nature of the universe and the relationship between science and 

God. 

 

Part 1        Seeds 

Ghost of heaven, steal across the sky, 

and leave your blazing trail across the night, 

dimming the stars and travelling through the void of space 

to seed all future worlds with life and hope. 

Your fragments spilling forth, fall now like passing raindrops 

and gather into wondrous cosmic puddles, 

wombs of planets and the galaxies. 

You are a wanderer, an eternal voyager, 

who seeks within the depths of time and space, 

the stars the very fabric of the cosmos, 

and all its wonders yet unseen. 

You are creator and destroyer of all things, 

a mighty hand that rides a comets tail, 

and finds in some encounter with a fragile star, 

the depths of chaos, and from this a multitude is born. 

 

Part 2              Spiral Dance 

It is a quiet night, a night of stillness and of stars, 

where every breath runs crying to the moon. 

A time of darkness, darkness shadowing all, 

so light is now extinguished, yet its hidden pulse beats strong. 

Put not your trust in darkness, nor in light, 

in the unending stars or silver moon, 

but follow now the pathways through the dust, 

the dust of ancient comet tails, of those primeval galaxies, 

that wax and wane across the passing years, 

that vanish into past and future worlds, 

to reappear within another time and space. 

See now the stiff of legends and of myth 

of might heroes whose heroic deeds 

Were writ within the morning dew. 

Whose golden sandals, fabric of a thousand suns 

once trod unknowing rocks, 

where deep in mossy ways the bones of men and beast do lie, 

immortal now beyond the seeking eye. 
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But for a moment pause, and feel the wind 

that blows beyond all mortal seas, bringing the word 

that with its still small voice, reaches across the deeps of time and 

space 

calling to all, to men and stars alike. 

The thread is drawn, a double helix twines, 

the spiral is complete, its end beginning 

where beginnings cease, until in timeless pause it turns 

and dances back again, there in Godlike stance 

to prophecy and offer all unto the game of chance. 

Chance waits evolving slowly until bring time into 

the vast equation of creation, it waits searching for meaning, 

until all meanings cease, and we are left bereft  

with questions all unanswered. 

Children beware, you children of the stars, 

you dreaming dust, you everlasting quest, 

 for in your quest you yet may find a truth and finding 

see that all is not what seems to be. 

And so you sleep uneasy, dream of paradoxes strange, 

but do not fear, for doubt is but the seekers path to truth. 

Be still, divest all thoughts, extinguish visions, for everything is dust 

upon the wind if chance and change they say. 

Yet we do find that God does walk among us still, 

and all must pause to gaze in wonder at the sight. 

 

Part 3.     Harvest 

The reaper comes  and stands amid the alien corn, 

and past the faces of a thousand million suns, the darkness falls. 

Earth’s veil is torn, her temple now pulled down 

within the whirlwind and the fire. 

Oh harvester of stars, at last we see your face, 

and tremble for the agonies you bring. 

The rocks cry mercy and the farthest star shivers and is gone 

and darkness reigns again, but for a tiny spark, 

a voice that whispers low across the formless and infinite void 

“In the beginning………….God” 

 

Liz Baker Copywrite 2009 
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 Update from the Climate Change Group 
The climate group has now completed the energy 

footprint analyser for all four churches and submit-

ted them to the diocese. The EFA calculates a base-

line annual carbon footprint for energy use only, 

and we need to aim to reduce this to zero over the 

next eight years. Progress will be monitored by the 

diocese to see how we’re doing in relation to the 

SEC’s 2030 zero carbon target. The baseline carbon 

footprint for each of the four churches is: 

 

The amounts reflect usage, but clearly the biggest 

challenge is for Holy Trinity, which is the only 

church in the charge using gas central heating. As 

already noted, Holy Trinity has plans to install a 

HIVE system to allow us to better control our heat-

ing, and will look to install an eco-friendly heating 

source by the end of the decade.  

 

Two of the four churches already have green electricity, and the other two 

will look to switch when current contracts are up. 

It’s also worth noting that Kilmaveonaig is also registered as an eco-

congregation.  

 

The climate change group met on 19 May and we’re currently working 

on completing the SEC carbon checklist for each church. This asks us to 

consider how we: 

 

• Reduce energy use & improve efficiency, for example by insulating & 

using smart thermostats 

• Move from oil and gas to alternative heating sources 

• Reduce transport emissions for clergy & congregation 

• Develop a carbon friendly purchasing policy, reduce waste by recy-

cling & repurposing & elimination single use plastics 

• Invest ethically, following SEC policy 

• Promote biodiversity & conservation in our church grounds 

• Focus on climate preservation & climate justice in our worship 

• Raise awareness of the climate crisis among out congregations and 

communities 

• Educate ourselves by working in partnership with expert organisations. 

 

 

St Andrews:1.45 tonnes 

Kilmaveonaig: 797 kg 

Holy Trinity: 13.1 tonnes 

All Saints: 600 kg 
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  We are conscious that we need to consider together how to address 

the eco-footprint of the rectory.  

Local Events: 
Aberfeldy climate café is organizing a Food Waste Action Week for 19

–24 September. Contact the Aberfeldy climate café for more infor-

mation: Climate Café Aberfeldy – Climate Café®  

(email: aberfeldyclimatecafe@gmail.com)  

 

Pitlochry climate café is organizing a number of events for climate 

week, beginning 26t September, including a composting project and 

a zero-waste festival focused on food waste. Contact the Pitlochry 

climate café for more information: Home (pitlochrycc.co.uk) 

 

Pitlochry has started a “Lend and Tend” scheme which matches gar-

den owners who have spare garden space with people looking for 

space to grow things. If you’re interested in either lending or using 

space, contact Joyce Veheary on 07504 488873. The scheme is sup-

ported by voluntary donations. 

 

A bit further afield, there will be an eco-festival in Inverness on 27 Au-

gust, at: St Columba’s church field, Dores Road, Inverness, IV2 4XT, 

from 1-4pm. There will be activities for all ages, but beware of limited 

parking!  

Finally, we wanted to share an act of commitment from the  

Laudato Si’ movement: 

 
We commit ourselves:  
• To love and cherish the beautiful gift of the earth, our common 

home.  

• To have respect for one another, for earth and its creatures.  

• To do our part to stop further decline in the health of our planet by 

the way we live our lives.  

• To be grateful for the beauty and goodness of creation around 

us.  

• To be thankful for Mother earth who nourishes us every day.  

That together as one family may we always sing your praises 

 

Val Holtom 

 

https://www.climate.cafe/climate-cafes/climate-cafe-aberfeldy/
mailto:aberfeldyclimatecafe@gmail.com
https://www.pitlochrycc.co.uk/
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Mingulay — ‘The Near St Kilda’ 
We were fortunate enough to have the oppor-

tunity to visit Mingulay two weeks ago, while holi-

daying on Barra. It is possibly best known for the 

"Mingulay Boat Song"; a song written by Sir Hugh 

S. Roberton (founder of The Glasgow Orpheus 

Choir) in the 1930s. The song describes fishermen 

sailing homeward to the isle of Mingulay, where 

their families wait.  

 

Mingulay can be accessed in the right condi-

tions by boat tours and charters from neighbour-

ing islands including Barra and Uist.  A boisterous journey of just over an 

hour took us to the east side of the island, where, with a little help ,we 

disembarked onto rocks (there is no jetty) and then climbed up a  slope 

to the only restored habitable building, where the seasonal ranger lives, 

and to where many tracks lead off in various directions towards the top 

of the cliffs and to the slopes where the puffins nest in burrows.   

 

The island, largest of the Bishop’s Isles’, 4 kilometres long by 3 kilometres 

wide, is now owned by the National Trust of Scotland and lies at the 

southern tip of the Outer Hebrides.  It has three distinct hills, grassy 

meadows and virtually no trees. Abandoned by its last inhabitants 110 

years ago due to the lack of a sheltered landing,  its history stretches 

over seven millennia; there are Iron Age remains and the culture of the 

island was influenced by early Christianity and the Vikings.  The island is 

sometimes known as ‘The Near St Kilda’ as they share similarities.  The 

final Gaelic speaking residents cast off for neighbouring Vatersay in 

1912 abandoning their village homes whose foundations still stand as a 

reminder of a way of life lost to the unceasing onslaught of the Atlantic 

elements. 

 

While no longer a permanent home to Hebridean islanders, Mingulay 

still provides a rich habitat for birdlife, with the towering 273 metre 

Càrnan cliffs providing protected breeding grounds for fulmars, guille-

mots, kittiwakes, oystercatchers, puffins, razorbills and terns. Tragically, 

the first cases of avian flu have reached the island and we were  

understandably restricted in where we could wander, with signs and 

ropes to protect the breeding grounds. 

 

The views over the stunning beach, the abandoned village and sea 

were spectacular especially as the sun shone and the breeze was 

warm.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_S._Roberton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_S._Roberton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mingulay
https://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk/see-and-do/boat-tours
https://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk/our-islands/uist
https://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk/see-and-do/searchresults?sr=1&name=mingulay
https://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk/see-and-do/wildlife/puffins
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After spending nearly 3 hours ashore bird watch-

ing, walking (and swimming!), we alighted our 

boat again and amidst wild seas completed a 

circumnavigation of the island and witnessed the 

enormous cliffs on the Atlantic side.  This was a 

‘treat’ as seeing the Atlantic coast is dependent 

on weather and sea conditions and we were 

astonished to see rock climbers braving the huge 

cliff-face where the inhabitants had scaled for 

seabirds as food over 100 years ago! 

 

 

Seonaid Hastie Smith 

 

 

Our dryrobes were useful on 

the journey home 

We swam with seals! 

Can you see the 

rock climbers? 
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Highland Perthshire Linked Charge 
 

Holy Trinity Church is a Registered Scottish Charity No SC007020 

Kilmaveonaig is a Registered Scottish Charity No SC005481 

St Andrew’s is a Registered Scottish Charity No SC017058  

All Saints’ is a Registered Scottish Charity No SC003117  

 

Contacts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rector   Reverend Canon Liz Baker  01796 472005 

 

Treasurer to The Linked Charge  David Noble   07977 574697  

 

Holy Trinity Vestry 

The Rector 

Rachael Wright  Ordinand in Training   

Robin Baker  Secretary/Treasurer  01796 472005 

Alison Crocker-Tough Book Keeper/Investments 01887 840267 

Gina Charleson Lay Rep./Rector’s Warden 01796 473025 

Ann Covell  People’s Warden  01796 470129 

Paul Covell  Reordering & Technical Co-ordinator  

       01796 470129 

Val Holton  Alt. Lay Representative 01796 549235 

Agnes Keegan Fabric Convenor  01796 549235 

  

  

Kilmaveonaig Committee 

The Rector 

Lavinia Gordon  Secretary     01796 481230 

Andrew Gordon Treasurer     01796 481230 

Pam Godwin   Lay Representative    01796 482826 
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St Andrew’s Vestry 

The Rector 

Lesley Whitwood          Lay Reader & Secretary  01887 840416 

Jennifer Valentine        Rector’s Warden  01796 474444 

Sue Hoare      People’s Warden  01887 820315 

Cecily Hill      Lay Representative 

Loretta Davis Reynolds    Treasurer   01887 840266  

Angela Gibbs      01887 840223 

Sue Sherriff      01887 840332  

Alistair Barclay      01887 840380  

Roger Pope 

Tony Taucher      Fabric Convenor  07874 024352 

 

All Saints’ Vestry 

The trusteeship of All Saints, under OSCR rules, is in the process of being 

transferred to Holy Trinity. 

 

 

  ——————————————————- 

 

HPLC Website:       www.hplc.scot 

Facebook:       Highland Perthshire Linked Charge 

      

The Rector’s Blog:      http://lizbakers.blogspot.co.uk 

   & e-mail:   bethmaybaker@yahoo.co.uk 

Lay Reader: Lesley Whitwood:   lesleywhitwood@btinternet.com 

Priest in Training: Rachel Wright: rwright.hplc@gmail.com  

Website co-ordinator:    a.barclay@btinternet.com 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Seonaid Hastie Smith, Barra, Knockfarrie Road, Pitlochry, PH16 5DN  

Tel: 01796 472439   seonaidhs@blueyonder.co.uk  

   

Copy for the next issue for the October & November issue to the Editor     

by  

midday on Monday 26 September 2022 

 

In addition to notices, relevant and interesting articles are 

welcome.   

  

file:///C:/Users/seona/OneDrive/Documents/PARISH MAG/2021 HPLC Newsletter February & March.pub
https://www.facebook.com/highlandperthshirechurches
http://lizbakers.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:bethmaybaker@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:lesleywhitwood@btinternet.com
mailto:rwright.hplc@gmail.com
mailto:a.barclay@btinternet.com
mailto:seonaidhs@blueyonder.co.uk
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Scottish Episcopal Church 

HIGHLAND PERTHSHIRE LINKED CHARGE SERVICES 
 

Holy Trinity, Perth Road, Pitlochry   

Contact – Robin Baker - 01796 472005   

 

Kilmaveonaig (St Adamnan’s) Blair Atholl 

Contact - Mrs. Lavinia Gordon 01796 481230 

 

St Andrew's, Strathtay 

Contact -  Ms. Lesley Whitwood 01887 840416 

 

All Saints, Kinloch Rannoch Square 

Contact – Robin Baker—01796 472005 

 
Service Times: 

Holy Trinity 9.30am 

St Andrews 11.15am 

Kilmaveonaig 11.15am  

All Saints – 9.30am 1st Sunday of month 
 

Events 
Holy Trinity Serenity Garden Group – Tuesdays 11.00am  am and Open 

Church with Coffee and Conversation. All welcome 

St Andrews House Group – Last Wednesday of the month contact Ms. 

Lesley Whitwood 01887 840416 for details 

 

ONLINE ZOOM SERVICES  

Sundays -     6.00pm Evening Services  

Thursdays -  10.30am  Morning Prayer – from Holy Trinity  

August 

Saturday 6  The Transfiguration 

Sunday 7 Pentecost 9 

Sunday 14 Pentecost 10 

Monday 15 St Mary, the Virgin 

Sunday 21 Pentecost 11 

Wednesday 24 St Bartholomew Apostle 

Sunday 28 Pentecost 12 

 

September 

Sunday 4 Pentecost 13 

Sunday 11 Pentecost 14 

Wednesday 14 Holy Cross Day 

Sunday 18 Pentecost 15 

Wednesday 21 St Matthew Evangelist 

Sunday 25 Pentecost 16 


